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RAPID CITY --- The South Dakota 

School of Mines Hardrocker men’s 

basketball team solidified its roster 

recently with the addition of quality 

recruit and standout student-athlete 

Calvin Thomas, Jr., of Cypress, Texas. 

Thomas is a 6-foot-2-inch guard who 

just finished his high school career for 

the Cypress Woods Wildcats. Thomas 

helped his team to a 21-8 regular 

season finish. 

“Calvin is a good overall player. He 

understands how to play the game 

and has been very well coached,” said 

Hardrocker men’s head basketball 

coach Jason Henry.” “He knows the 

fundamentals and principles that are 

needed to make the jump to the 

college level --- that should make for 

an easier transition for him.” 

Thomas posted some pretty 

impressive stats at the conclusion of his 

senior season. He tallied 269 points for 

the year, averaging 10 points a game, 

averaged 2.3 assist on the season (62 

total), came down with 158 total rebounds (six  a game) and recorded almost two steals 

every game (43 on the year). 

“Calvin is a strong athletic player and has the potential to be a good scorer for the 

Hardrockers and a great defender,” Henry said. “He could definitely help us next year.” 

Thomas is a three-year letter winner for the Wildcats, received the Wildcat Team Award in 

2008 and 2009; was named to the Academic All District Team in 2009 and 2010; earned a 

spot on the All District Team three consecutive years; and was an honor roll student four 

years in a row. 

 “He is a quality young man with a great family background,” Henry added. 

Cypress, Texas native Calvin Thomas, Jr., (center) on a recent visit to South 

Dakota School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City, S.D., signed his letter of 

intent to play basketball for the SD Mines Hardrockers during the 2010-11 season. 

Pictured with Calvin are his father Calvin Thomas, Sr., (right) and Hardrocker 
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Texas guard joins Hardrocker menΩs basketball team 



Thomas plans to major in Chemical Engineering while attending South Dakota School of 

Mines. 

The South Dakota School of Mines and Technology has a proud heritage of preparing 

graduates to serve as leaders in engineering and science. At the School of Mines every 

student has the opportunity to participate in research and test classroom learning through 

hands-on experience.  

The university offers a total of 33 degree programs in engineering and science at the 

baccalaureate, masters, and doctoral levels. A public university with approximately 2,000 

students, the School of Mines provides award-winning education, research and development 

in areas of critical need to our nation, and technology-based economic development to our 

region and state. The School of Mines is located in historic Rapid City, S.D. at the edge of the 

beautiful Black Hills. 
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